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This article is based partly on materials accumulated in the database of the middle Persian Dictionary Project,
a research project supported by the israel Science Foundation (project no. 1223/14).

We should like to thank the collector, who prefers to remain anonymous, for letting us publish them. The
seals were previously in the private collection of the late mr. Walter Bick, canada. The present owner has
been very helpful in providing good images of the seals and in kindly producing several stamped versions of
the surface of the seals. We are deeply indebted to Dr. Fabrizio Sinisi for preparing the drawings of the
inscriptions included in this article, and for suggesting several important improvements to their reading.

For further information, see gyselen 1995: 124, 126.

See further gyselen 1995: 128.

For examples of these different typologies, see gyselen 1993: 124-27 and pls. XXVi—XXVii. For the typology
of the ram with three pendant rings, see gyselen 1990.

On the symbol of the ram in Sasanian and Zoroastrian tradition, see Brunner 1978: 91-92.

For transcription and translation, see grenet 2003: 70—73.

For the original text, see madan 1911: 403-5; for the translation, see mary Boyce apud de menasce 1973:
376. On this astrological event, see Panaino 2009. See also Brunner 1987: 866.

It may be noted that in the transliteration system used here the letter a indicates the Pahlavi letter alef (as is
done in mandaic). The same Pahlavi grapheme is most often used to represent the Aramaic letter h, and in
that case it is transliterated by x. The original letter in Pahlavi that derives from Aramaic he and normally
occurs only in Aramaeograms is transliterated in our system by H. These transliteration conventions are also
employed in the middle Persian Dictionary Project.

gignoux 1986: no. 103.

gignoux 1974: 172, translates: “devenu immortel”; see also gignoux 1986: no. 103. Zimmer 1991: 127-28
regards the element biid/bud as denoting one of three possibilities: “(having) become,” “Buddha” or “idol.”
b Tta- is listed by Bartholomae 1904, col. 927, as a form of infinitive; this is certainly not a correct description
of the form, although Benveniste 1935, makes no comment on it. The ppp. bud certainly lends itself to the
sense “existence”, and this is a commonly accepted definition of this word in new Persian.

gignoux 1986: no. 104.

gignoux 1986: no. 105.

gignoux 1986: no. 106.

gignoux and gyselen 1979: 135; gighoux 1986: no. 107.

Frye 1973.

gignoux 1986: nos. 371, 551 respectively.

The carving indicates that the animal is male.

In what looks like a combination of moon and star it may make better sense to assume a combination of the
moon and the sun. See Shaked 1977: 19-20. Brunner 1978: 124 calls this symbol “sun-star.”

See also Brunner 1978: 77-78.
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Middle Persian, unlike Avestan, has no gender distinction. Hintze 2009: 61-62, has pointed out the evidence
that the gaw was taken in the Avesta and also in Pahlavi literature to be female. She alludes to the fact that
the milk of the gaw dried up at the time of the assault of the evil Spirit to demonstrate that gaw was taken by
the Sasanian transmitters to be feminine. At the time of its death however it is said to have emitted seed
(tohm) or semen (Susr) which gave rise to the various animal species, see GBd 6e.2; 13.4. This last attribute
is certainly a male characteristic. If the representation of the bovine in the seal under discussion can be used
as a reference to the gaw of the ancient traditions, it seems beyond doubt to be shown with male genitalia
(see n. 20 above). To summarize our findings on this issue, it is possible to conclude that the tradition regarded
the gaw as being representative of the whole bovine species, male and female, just as gaydomard was most
likely representative of humanity beyond gender distinctions. The sexual elements of humanity come
explicitly into the narrative only with the appearance of masy€ and maSyang, who are the first to discover
their sexuality, having grown up as a ribas (= rhubarb) plant and subsequently separated into a man and a
woman. Further on in the story they demonstrate their sexual desire, and this is considered as a stage of
degradation.

Brunner (1978: 78) mentions the affinity between bovine and the moon.

Since the fifth century, astral symbols had become common also on Sasanian coinage and not only on the
Sasanian crowns. Péroz i (459-484) inserts both crescent and star on the reverse of his coinage (Gariboldi
2004, in particular p. 44). See further remarks on the luminaries in Sasanian art in Brunner 1978: 128-29.
See Brunner 1978: 78.

For a transcription and translation of this passage, see Panaino 1990-1995, i: 39-58, in particular pp. 42-43;
i, pp. 15-45.

Round parentheses indicate uncertain readings; brackets signify editorial additions. F. Sinisi is skeptical
about the existence of z in the last word.

See gignoux 1986: no. 292.

See Borhan-e gate” vol. 4, p. 2325. The spelling without the final d alternates in new Persian with the spelling
hormozd.
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