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1 Judith A. Lerner, ‘An Alan Seal’, Bulletin of the Asian Institute vol. 19: Iranian and Zoroastrian Studies in Honor
of Prods Oktor Skjzervg, 2005, 83-89.

2 Prods Oktor Skjervg

3 Asay

4 Cervus elaphus
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1 Ptolemy

2 Asaioi

3 Aorsi

4 Saka

5 Scythians

6 stag

7sag

8 *saka-

9 sakh

10 gallus

11 Gaul

12 Antonio Invernizzi
13 Nisa

14 SInatruces; S, sl ga sz (83 Sl b oS

15 Sacaraucae
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1. For example, Machabeli 1983 (metalwork); Tsotselia 2002 (coins); Lordkipanidze 1958 and Callieri 2004
(seals).

2. Jeroussalimskaya 1989; Abramova 1997, 91, fig. 62; Dzattiaty 1986; all the Sasanian seals published in
Dzattiaty are published in Kazanski and Mastykova 2003, 149.

3. Alemany 2000, 435; also Abaev 1985, 801; Kazanski and Mastykova 2003, 21-23; Kouznetsov and
Lebedynsky 2005, 12.

4. Alemany 2000, 440—41; Kazanski and Mastykova 2003, 95-99; Kouznetsov and Lebedynsky 2005, 142—
43; Frye 1972, 268; Alemany 2006.

5. Cf. Noonan 1982 for this dynamic in the Northern Caucasus and Kama basin at a slightly later time, the 7th
century.

6. Christie’s 1998, 106. The seal, a brown and white banded agate, measures at its greatest width 3.22 cm; the
impression (fig. 1-b) is 2.75 cm x 1.91 cm.

7. Nowak 1999, 1110-13. This is the largest and most phylogenetically advanced species of Cervus with head
and body length between 165 and 260 cm, shoulder height 120 cm, and weight 100-350 kg; well-
developed antlers can measure up to 175 cm along the beam.

1 Ellen Reeder
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13.
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15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.
24.

For the shapes of Sasanian seals see Gyselen 1976; the backs of many ellipsoid seals are often carved with
abstract floral or geometric designs, but those made of agate seem more likely not to have decorated backs
(Gyselen 1993, 30-31).

Christie’s 1998, citing Skjerve.

For some examples of all three types, see Bivar 1969, pls. 17-18: FA-FE; Gobl 1973, pl. 18:51a—q;
Brunner 1978, 3dc: 88-91; Gyselen 1993, pls. XXII-XXIII: 30.J.1-30.J.52.

There are some exceptions, such as Gyselen 2007, 30.C.2 (p. 107) and www.tinyurl.com/bhl28h (lot 424 on
the site), but the stags’ heads are held upright.

Harper 1981, 36 and 57-58 for the dating of the plate and identification of the king.

Haskins 1952, 328; Christie’s 1998, 106.

Jacobson 1995, 66—68. For other representations of similarly posed deer, see Jacobson 1995, figs. 100, 124,

144; Reeder 1999, no. 43; Deutsches Archadlogisches Institut 2007, 313, fig. 5.

Abaev 1985, 801; Thordarson 1987, 764; Alemany 2000, 100.

Maenchen-Helfen 1945, 78, quoting Ammianus Marcellinus, Res Gestae 32.2, and noting that only Alans
are mentioned “where one would expect Aorsi.” Cf. Alemany 2000, 32—42. Maenchen-Helfen considers
Aorsi a variant of Asaioi, who are mentioned in Ptolemy 5.8.10—12 in place of Aorsi. Cf. Alemany 2000,

101 and 106 (Strabo, Geography 11.5, 8).

The connection between the name Saka and “stag” was broached by Vasilii Ivanov Abaev (Istoriko-
étimologicheskii slovar’ osetinskogo iazyka, vol. 3 [Leningrad, 1979], pp. 11-16) and refuted by Oswald
Szemerényi (Four Old Iranian Ethnic Names: Scythian, Skudra, Sogdian, Saka [Vienna, 1980], p. 41), who
proposed “nomad” as the meaning of “Saka” (pp. 44—45) [non vidi]. | owe these references to Nicholas
Sims-Williams, along with the suggestion that the stag could have become a symbol of the Sakas as a result
of a folk-etymology linking the word for “stag” with the name Saka, whatever the real etymology of the
latter (email, 23 September 2008). Regardless of whether or whenever this folk-etymology developed, the
importance among Eurasian steppe nomads of the stag is manifested in the Siberian rock art of the early 1st
millennium B.C.E. and in the great burial at Arzhan (Tuva) dated to the 8th century B.C.E. Whether it is
totemic or representative of a goddess, the recumbent stag, along with the crouched or coiled feline and the
bird or bird head, form “the archaic triad of Scythian imagery.”

Pastoureau 1998, 405-30; Tresidder 1998, 49. Pastoureau notes that the Gallic cock was a symbol “first
proposed, if not imposed, by foreigners [i.e., the Romans]” and was eventually accepted as “an authentic
symbol for France . . . as rich in content as if it had been chosen by the French themselves” (p. 406);
perhaps such word-play by foreigners is true for the “Scythian” stag.

Invernizzi 2007, 169 and fig. 4. Citing this disk and other examples, Invernizzi observes that “the Arsacid
aristocracy had not forgotten the themes of their ancestral culture . . . [Numerous artifacts] clearly reveal
that their origins lie in the animal art of the steppes . . . and it is no less significant that these themes should
be chosen to embellish important parts of the harness of Parthian horses, whose vital role in society the

[Arsacid] aristocracy introduced into the new state from their traditional way of life on the steppes.”
Sellwood 1980, Type 33, pp. 87-88. The Sacaraucae were a nomadic tribe that had penetrated into Bactria
and Parthia in the 2nd century B.C.E.

He was most likely an “Eastern,” pro-Persian Alan, allied with the Sasanians against the Byzantines:
Alemany 2006, 49-50; also Kouznetsov and Lebedynsky 2005, 143.

See n. 2, esp. Jeroussalimskaja 1989, 902 and pls. I-111. Among the Sasanian seals found in the 5th through
7th century necropolis at Edys (South Ossetia) are two with depictions of recumbent stags, but they are not
as finely carved as Asay’s seal (Kazanski and Masykova 2003, illustration on p. 149); similarly, the seal
with standing stag from Kamounta (north-central Caucasus; Jeroussalimskaja 1989, pl. l11b). None appears
to be inscribed.

Thus, Jeroussalimskaja 1989 and Gabuev 2005.

Reeder 1999, 47. Any doubt that Scythian depictions of recumbent deer are intended as dying or dead is
dispelled by the large (22.7 cm L) 5th or 4th century B.C.E. electrum stag from Tapidszentmarton (north-
central Hungary), which truly seems inert, with its heavy body, elongated neck, and lowered head
(Deutsches Archadlogisches Institut 2007, 313, no. 5, where it is dated to the 6th century B.C.E.).
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