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Distribution of Late Sasanian
finds outside the boundaries of the
late sixth-century Sasanian Empire
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' https://parthiansources.com/texts/skz/

¥ Gildas, De Excidio Britanniae, §3, c. AD 500-540

Y Winchelsea, East Sussex

*R. Abdy & G. Williams, ‘A catalogue of hoards and single finds from the British Isles c.AD 410-675', in B. ]. Cook

& G. Williams (eds.), Coinage and History in the North SeaWorld, c. AD 500-1250: Essays in Honour of Marion
Archibald (Leiden, 2006), pp. 11-74 atp. 57.

° Island of Anglesey, Wales

" Portable Antiquities Scheme, LVPL2174; R. Abdy & G. Williams, ‘A catalogue of hoardsand single finds from
the British Isles c. AD 410-675', in B. ]. Cook & G. Williams(eds.), Coinage and History in the North Sea World,
¢.AD 500-1250: Essaysin Honor of Marion Archibald (Leiden, 2006),pp. 11-74 atp. 57.Information on the mintsitekindly provided
by Yngve Karlsson.

¥ Beverley, East Yorkshire

*M. P. T. Didsbury, Aspects of Late Iron Age and Romano-British Settlement in the Lower Hull Valley (University
of Durham PhD thesis, 1990), vol. 2, p. 15 (dated broadly fifth to seventh century); Humber Historic
Environment Record, 8734 (dated to the seventh century).
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' Barford, Warwickshire

" Warwickshire Historic Environment Record, MWA9909.

" Portable Antiquities Scheme, LON-B2F5CF.

¢ East Midlands

° Portable Antiquities Scheme, LEIC-BF6164.

" Quotation from M. Biddle, 'Ptolemaic coins from Winchester', Antiquity, 49 (1975),213-15.
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' G. Williams, ‘Anglo-Saxon gold coinage, part 1: the transition from Roman to Anglo-Saxon coinage', British
Numismatic Journal, 80 (2010), 51-75 at p. 58. [...] (see, for example, R. K. Kovalev, 'When and what regions of
the Islamic world exported Sasanian and Arab-Sasanian silver coins to early Viking-Age Northern Lands?', in T.
Talvio & M. Wijk (eds.), Myntstudier (Stockholm, 2015), pp. 68-83) [...] C. R. Green, 'The distribution of Islamic
dirhams in  Anglo-Saxon England’, 16 December 2014, blog post, online at
http://www.caitlingreen.org/2014/12/distribution-of-islamic-dirhams-in-england.html.

¥ See H. B. Feltham,'Justinian and the international silk trade', Sino-Platonic Papers, 194 (2009), pp. 1-40;
M.Compareti, "The Sasanians in Africa’, Transoxiana, 4(2002), online at
http://www.transoxiana.org/0104/sasanians.html; F. E. Day, 'Silks of the Near East', Bulletin of the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, 9.4 (1950), 108-17; N.Oikonomides, 'Silk trade and production in Byzantium from the sixth to
the ninth century :the seals of kommerkiarioi', Dumbarton Oaks Papers, 40 (1986), 35-53. On gems, coins and
other Sasanian artefacts in the Byzantine Empire, see for example ]. P. Oleson, '‘Anun published Sassanian seal,
with a comment on the deportation of Armenians to Cyprus in AD 578', Levant, 8 (1976), 161-4; ]. A. Lerner,
'Sasanian seals in the Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities of the British Museum', Journal of Near
Eastern Studies, 35 (1976),183-7; S. D. Sears & D. T. Ariel, 'Finds of Late Sasanian and Early Muslim drachms in
historical Palestine’, Atigot, 40 (2000), 139-50; A. M. Maeir, 'Sassanica Varia Palaestiniensia: a Sassanian seal
from T. Istaba, Israel, and other Sassanian objects from the Southern Levant', Iranica Antiqua,35(2000),159-83;
N. Schindel, Sylloge Nummorum Sasanidarum Israel (Wien,2009).
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' Ras Hafun, Somalia

¥ Kivinja, Tanzania

" Chibuene, Mozambique

* On Late Antique trade down the East African coast, see especially N. Boivin et al'East Africa and Madagascar
in the Indian Ocean world', Journal of World Prehistory, 26(2013), 213-81 at pp. 244-5, for a good, recent
summary. On Chibuene and Persian beads traded into Botswana, see M. Wood et al, 'The glass of Chibuene,
Mozambique: new insights into early Indian Ocean trade', The South African Archaeological Bulletin, 67 (2012),
59-74;M. Wood, Interconnections: Glass beads and Trade in Southern and Eastern Africa and the Indian Ocean -
Vth to ' 1th centuries AD (Uppsala, Y+ )); M. Wood, 'Eastern Africa and the Indian Ocean world in the first
millennium CE: the glass bead evidence', in G. Campbell(ed.), Early Exchange between Africa and the Wider
Indian Ocean World (Cham, 2016), pp.173-94 at pp. 184-6; ]. Denbow et al, 'The glass beads of Kaitshaa:
new insights on early Indian Ocean trade into the far interior of southern Africa’, Antiquity, 89 (2015), 1-17;
M. Wood, 'Divergent patterns in Indian Ocean trade to East Africa and southern Africa between the 7th and 17th
centuries CE: the glass bead evidence', Afriques, 6(2015), online at http://afriques.revues.org/1782; A. M.
Daggett, Early Iron Age Social and Economic Organization in Sowa Pan, Botswana (Michigan State University
PhD Thesis,2015), especially p. 322.

° Kissi, Burkina Faso

" Sui-Tang, Astana
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' See, for example, S. Li, 'The distribution and significance of Sassanid silver currency in China', Chinese
Archaeology, 6 (2006), 190-4; M-L. Chen, 'The importation of Byzantine and Sasanian glass into China during
the fourth to sixth centuries’, in A. Harris(ed.), Incipient Gobalization? Long-Distance Contacts in the Sixth
Century (Oxford, 2006), pp. 47-52; S. Liu et al, 'Silk Road glass in Xinjiang, China: chemical compositional
analysis and interpretation using a high-resolution portable XRF spectrometer’, Journal of Archaeological
Science, 39 (2012), 2128-42; ]J. K. Skaff, 'The Sasanian and Arab-Sasanian silver coins from Turfan: their
relationship to international trade and the local economy’, Asia Major, 11.2 (1998), 67-115.

¥ For finds in southern China, see for example Li, "The distribution and significance of Sassanid silver currency
in China’; R. C. Houston, ‘A note on two coin hoards reported in Kao Ku', Museum Notes (American Numismatic
Society), 20 (1975), 153-60; T. Daryaee, 'The Persian Gulf trade in Late Antiquity', Journal of World History, 14
(2003), 1-16; T. Daryaee, Sasanian Persia: The Rise and Fall of an Empire (London, 2009), pp. 138-9. Note,
Daryaee, The Persian Gulf trade in Late Antiquity’, p. 13, suggests the coastal finds in east China may also result
from the maritime trade route, rather than the overland Silk Road, and notes the discovery of a potential
Zoroastrian fire-temple in southern China (p. 14). For finds in India, Sri Lanka, and Thailand (at Yarang) and
documentary references to Persian maritime trade across to China, see, for example, R. Tomber, 'Rome and
Mesopotamia -importers into India in the first millennium AD', Antiquity, 81 (2007), 972-88; B. Borell, 'The

early Byzantine lamp from Pong Tuk', Journal of the Siam Society, 96 (2008), 1-26 at pp. 9and 11; D. Whitehouse
& A. Williamson, 'Sasanian maritime trade’, Iran, 11 (1973), 29-49;Daryaee, 'The Persian Gulf trade in Late
Antiquity'; and S. Faller, 'The world according to Cosmas Indicopleustes - concepts and illustrations of an
Alexandrian merchant and monk', Transcultural Studies, 1 (2011), online at http://heiup.uni-
heidelberg.de/journals/index.php/transcultural/article/view/6127/2962, although see now R. R. Darley,
""Implicit cosmopolitanism" and the commercial role of ancient Lanka', in Z. Biedermann & A. Strathern (eds.),
Sri Lanka at the Crossroads of History (London, 2017), pp. 44-65, on the disputed character of Sri Lankan finds
of Sasanian coins and also ontextual references to Persian activity on the island.

T Silla

¢ Seth Priestman

° On the Korean finds, see C. Kwangshik, 'Silla art and the Silk Road’, International Journal of Korean History, 19
(2014),1-22 atp. 3; S. Lee & D. P. Leidy, Silla: Korea's Golden Kingdom (New York, 2013), p. 125. On the Japanese
finds, see S. Priestman, 'The Silk Road or the sea? Sasanian and Islamic exports to Japan', Journal of Islamic

Archaeology, 3 (2016), 1-35, who argues for these items having arrived via the sea rather than the overland
Silk Road; there is also some discussion of these finds in the Encyclopaedia Iranica, 'Japan XI: collections of
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Persian art in Japan' (2008), available Online. The documentary evidence for a Persian official living in Japan
was revealed inOctober 2016: 'Research uncovers evidence that ancient Japan was "more cosmopolitan” than
previously thought', Japan Times, October 5 2016, online edition.

AR



@

Lol & ol ome slacatlasl 31 (s e o cal - plonsl s 5 ol (5lts o8 gmsta 51 ol (sloaSiar Lo ,25 o YU (e

SUP P jwjﬁix ol g .(.ﬁh;)jw}s\g Spge s y Klasls e @fdl.?d\? 2 Sl gsluplul olaas 4 by e oYl
:.)Jib' L;\......- O:!‘ Y JA\S L;Laa;;.&l.m\i 9 L).a\ Cre L;Ab’-)ko GL.;

Source: pr. caitlin R. Green, ‘Sasanian finds in early medieval Britain and beyond’, July
2017; https://www.caitlingreen.org/2017/07 /sasanian-finds-in-early-medieval-britain.html
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Site drachms (% of | dirhams | western | total tpq hoard

coins) coins coins

Osterhalne Enge 1 12:5 7 0 8 808
Sender Kirkeby + 4.3 89 0 93 846
Kraneledvej 4 3 4.3 66 1 70 848
(Klintholm)
Skovsholm 4 2.2 175 0 179 854
Opver Randlev 2 0.8 250 2 254 914
Grisebjerggard 3 0.3 1004 112 1119 942
Haraldsted Skov 1 0.4 220 0 225 952
Rosmannegard SV 1 0.8 106 15 120 1000
[holm 1 0.2 32 525 558 1002
Norremolle 1 0.1 69 1030 1100 1024
Englyst 1 29 57 87 11th cent
Krogegard 11 1 8 36 60 11¢th cent
Egebygard SSO 2 46 10 74 11th cent
Skovgird Ost 1 6 11 18 11th cent
TOTAL 26 2107 YIS 3965
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Inv.no. ‘,S’L—QQL'-—«L' Sllolaal o u-.'L‘J’C)L‘) 3 G
PERSIAN
SASANIAN (PhSs)
1| FP 11863.1 Sender Kirkeby 070212-10 | complete countermarked twice; 5 459 | 484
1827 pierced, nicks obv & rev 3.2 Vs
2| FP 1798.1 Over Randlev 150211-11 | complete, much | two countermarks on 3.06 NS s 459 | 484
worn obv, pierced, nicks ) i
3|FP 1798.2 Over Randlev 150211-11 | complete, much pierced four times, 3.26 \ ; KR(?) 558 | 559
worn remains of loop ; i
4| FP 12890.6 Findholmgaard 010504-88 | fragment ca 25% | small nick NAL 579| 590
(Melase 0.869 ARITS 23 s g
Gammeltoft) fole S
5| FP 8165.1017 Norremolle 060202-33 | fragment, bent 3 notches 074 | (5)¥ 350, 579| 590
6|FP 13211.3 Billeshoj 060203-206 | small, much worn | pierced from obv, nicks ; 590| 628
fragment, broken 0429 | Vot
7| FP 128.414 Tholm 090502-19 | fragment small notches and pecks [0.564 | (5)Y 5 590| 628
8| FP 9133.16 Skovsholm 060403-296 | fragment 25% cut, three nicks 0.98 | (9)Y g, 590| 628
9| FP 14857.1 Kraneledvej 4 050507-360 | fragment 60%, z il 591 592
(Klintholm), Men corroded 1.707 Vg Sed
10| FP 9133.12 Skovsholm 060403-296 | almost complete | rim damaged, pierced 7 ¢ .| & 611 613
(loop?), two nicks 2.55 L2 et
ARABO-
SASANIAN
(UMMAYAD,
PhUm)
11| FP 8347.6 Als 120401-36 | complete pierced from obv above 2414 652| 675
portrait )
12 | FP 2343.1 Ostehalne Enge 120612 | almost complete, | pierced (twice?), nicks, 296 666| 666
rim damaged rim cut? :

ARY




Inv.no. Site Site no. Preservation Reworked W. Authority | Mint From | To
13| FP 13355.26 Busemarke Syd | 050507-358 | almost complete, | pierced three times: from Yazd 670 | 680
very worn rev above altar, rivet
preserved, heavily worn
one each side; pierced
probably from rev at 5 2733
and 8 (corresponding to
1, 5 and 10 (with river)
on the obv). Nicks
14| FP 5257.10 Sandegird ost 060205-33 | fragment 0.31 651| 697
15| FP 5569.1 Ferskesoparken 060202-24 | complete loop, nicks 3.51 651| 697
16| FP 12314.1 Grisebjerggird 040301-109 | fragment pierced, cut 0.55 651| 697
17| FP 12314.2 Grisebjerggird 040301-109 | fragment cut 0.33 651| 697
18 | FP 12608.24 Gl. Holeby III 070309-40 | small fragment pierced from obverse in 0377 651| 697
field, cut, nicks )
19| EP 15409.1 Haraldsted Skov | 040206-285 | very fragmented | pierced from rev (below |0.882 DA 651| 697
EP 15409.2 and worn, portrait), heavily worn | 0.494 (Darabgerd)
EP 15409.3 recomposed from | on each side of piercing, |0.535
FP 15409.4 four fragments nicks 0.138
TABARISTAN
(ISPABAD Phlsp
or ABBASID PhAb)
20| FP 15370.2 Sender Rind vest | 130711-184 | fragment; 711/| 800
much worn and 0.501 761
corroded
21|FP 16199.8 Melby Nord 010505-167 | small fragment pierced above portrait? 711/ 800
25%, worn and 0.28 761
broken
22| FP 16522.1 Dalshoj 2 060403-218 | small fragment 0.138 711/| 800
) 761
Inv.no. Site Site no. Preservation Reworked W. Authority | Mint From | To
TABARISTAN
(ABBASID, PhAb)
23| FP 11863.3 Sender Kirkeby 070212-10 | fragment Abbul Abbas 751| 754
(lost) 1827 Al-Saffah
24 | FP 5603.1 Rytterbakken 060405-178 | fragment cut?, nicks Khalid bin 766| 771
0.49
Barmak
26| FP 13862.1 Tibirke/Toftegard | 010111-94 | complete Hole pierced from rev Umar bin 771\ 777
to the right of motive, al-'Ala
imprint of loop; another
very worn and torn hole |1.546
at rim below rev image/
at 4 seen from obv. two
nicks
25| FP 14393.12 Dragedyssegard | 030209-320 | complete pierced above portrait, 1.626 Umar bin 771|775
nicks : al-'Ala
28 | FP 11863.2 Sender Kirkeby 070212-10 | complete pierced Umar bin 771| 782
(lost) 1827 al-"Ala
27| FP 10469.1 Veng 11 160210-83 | fragment 50% nicks, cut? 1.066 Umar bin 771| 780
: al-'Ala
29 | FP 14857.2 Kraneledvej 4/ 050507-360 | parts of rim pierced, perhaps twice, Umar bin 775| 776
Klintholm broken off; many nicks 1.384 |al-'Ala
cracked
31 |FP 12314.7 Grisebjerggard 040301-109 | fragment cut 0.71 Said bin 776\ 779
’ Dalaj
30| FP 13051.4 Skaftelev 040310-27 | fragment ca 25% | cut, nicks 0.848 | Said bin 776| 778
; Dalaj?
32| FP 5822.1 Vester Egesborg 050412-17 | fragment 50% pierced, nicks 1.08 Umar bin 778| 778
) al-'Ala
33| FP 9133.92 Skovsholm 060403-296 | fragment 50% 0.8 |Umarbin 778 | 778
) al-'Ala
34| FP 12310.1 Gamborg Vest 090617-160 | almost complete, | pierced? 1617 Umar bin 778| 778
rim damaged > al-'Ala

YA




Inv.no. Site Site no. Preservation Reworked W. Authority | Mint From | To
37 | No.inv. Vester Egesborg 050412-17 | fragment nicks 048 | [Umarbin 779\ 779
i al-'Ala]
36 |FP 9212.13 Egebygird SS@ | 060205-412 | Two fragments, 0.25 | Umar bin 7791 779
FP 9212.12 recomposed 0.723 |al-'Ala
35| FP 8263.3 Hogsbrogard 210103-42 | complete pierced Umar bin 779 779
(Mikkelsgard 1.68 |al-'Ala
Nord/Hviding)
38 | FP 5821.1 Vester Egesborg 050412-17 | almost complete, | pierced 175 Umar bin 780 | 780
rim damaged ) al-'Ala
39 | FP 7483.2 Gébense Vig 070107-24 | complete pierced, nicks 1.77 Umar bin 780 | 780
: al-'Ala
37| FP 16133.10 Melby Nord 010505-167 | fragment broken, nicks 0.68 | (Muqatil) 783 | 783
40 | FP 13544.1 Gl. Hviding 210103-112 | complete Two holes pierced from Anon. 783 | 783
the obv left of portrait, 1.903 (abzud)
one of them filled in ’
(remains of rivet?)
42 | FP 16690.5 Oster Vandet 110213-56 | worn fragment cut, nicks 0.386 791| 791
UNDATED
FRAGMENTS,
TABARISTAN
(ABBASID, PhAb)
43 | FP 8766.1 Vester Egesborg 050412-17 | fragment cut 0.5 761 795
44 | FP 6082.2 Skovgérd Syd 060104-235 | fragment, 15% nicks 0.2 7611 795
45 |FP 7451.71 Englyst 060406-208 | small fragment nick 028 Anon. 776| 812
. (abzud)
46 |FP 8101.3 Egebygird SSO® | 060205-412 | fragment, rand pierced 0.317 762 | 794
47 |FP 11116.14 Skovsholm 060403-296 | fragment nicks 0.292 773 | 812
48 | FP 8735.1 Grundsemagle- | 020403-139 | fragment 0.879 752 | 800
Grydehoj )
Inv.no. Site Site no. Preservation Reworked W. Authority | Mint From | To
49| FP 9859.2 Magleby 050507-345 | small fragment cut 0.315 752| 800
50 | EP 8437.7 Skovgérd Ost 060201-316 | fragment 0.54 752| 800
51| FP 6564.16 Ndr. Mulebygard | 060302-124 | fragment cut, nicks 0.34 752| 800
11, Ost ;
52| FP 7031.4 Sorte Muld 060403-93 | fragment cut 0.371 752| 800
53 | FP 8924.5 Krogegard 11 060405-207 | fragment cut, nicks 0.793 752| 800
54| FP 9799.1 Gabense, Norre 070109-91 | fragment nicks 0713 752| 800
Vedby sogn )
55| FP 11863.4 Sender Kirkeby 070212-10 | fragment 752| 800
(lost) 1827
56 | FP 10586.2 Kertinge Mark 080106-141 | fragment pierced twice, nick 0.419 752| 800
57 | FP 9260.14 Havsmarken, £re| 090704-164 | fragment nicks 0.33 752| 800
58 | FP 12282.2 Havsmarken 10c | 090704-172 | small fragment 0.407 752| 800
of rim ’
59 | FP 11658.6 Tyskerbakken 141006-67 | fragment nicks 0.417 752| 800
60 | FP 14444.1 Kraneledvej 4, 050507-360 | fragment ca 20%; | nicks 752| 800
0.429
Meont corroded
61| FP 17079.3 Rosmannegird SV| 060301-103 | fragment 25-30% | pierced (or punched 752| 800
hole) from rev(?) below |0.309
portrait, cut and broken
UNIDENTIFIED
FRAGMENTS
62| FP 15409.5 Haraldsted Skov | 040206-285 | minute fragment; 0.125 450| 800
corroded :
63 | FP 16245.8 Sorte Muld 060403-93 | small fragment, nicks 0.228 450 800
corroded :
64| Lost Vester Egesborg 050412-17 | fragment, smaller 450| 800
than 25%

Source: Helle W. HORSNAS, 'The chosen few - Sasanian, Arabo-Sasanian and Tabaristani coins found in

Denmark’, in From Hoard to Archive: Numismatic Discoveries from the Baltic Rim and Beyond, Edited by Erki
Russow, Viktors Dabolin$ and Valter Lang, Joint publication of the Institute of History and Archaeology,

University of Tartu and Archaeological Research Collection of Tallinn University, 2023, 79-105.
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CHINA’S FOREIGN IMPORTS
AND TRADE ROUTES
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